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Oswald’s brother weeps 


By RALPH FRAMMOLINO 
and ARNOLD HAMILTON 

Staff Writers 

Robert Oswald had one reaction 
when he learned the remains of his 
infamous brother would be ex- 
humed Sunday. 

He wept. 

For Oswald, the tears were the 
culmination of an unsuccessful legal 
battle against British author Mi- 
chael H. B. Eddowes and Marina 
Oswald Porter to keep the corpse of 
accused presidential assassin Lee 
Harvey Oswald undisturbed in Fort 
Worth's Rose Hill Memorial Park. 


Oswald had fought the exhuma- 
tion since Aug. 14, 1980, when he 
obtained a temporary restraining or- 
der halting the grave opening. The 
last gasp of the legal fight came 
Sept. 17, when the state Court of 
Appeals ruled that Oswald has no 
legal authority to block the exhu- 
mation if the dead man’s widow has 
given consent. 

Saying he was more concerned 
about the living than the dead, Os- 
wald called his attorney, Craig 
Fowler, Sept. 25 and removed his 
legal objection against an exhuma- 
tion, which technically was forbid- 
den by a court order until 12:01 a.m. 
Sunday. 


“He said he had a long discussion 
with the other members of his fam- 
ily. his wife, his two children/' said 
Fowler. “He wanted to just simply 
drop all of the cases. 

“He had informed me that he did 
not desire to pursue the litigation 
any longer for personal and family 
reasons. He at no time withdrew his 
oppostion to these proceedings. His 
statement to me was that he had a 
higher responsibility to his living 
family.” 

Fowler called Mrs. Porter’s attor- 
ney, Jerry Pittman, on Sept. 28 and 
informed him of, Oswald’s decision. 
The decision touched off a flurry of 
intense negotiations last week. 
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On Tuesday, Pittman called the 
Fort Worth cemetery and asked 
them to get ready for the 
exhumation. 

Originally, Oswald was pushing 
for an out-of-court settlement that 
would require an on-site examina- 
tion of the body. However, Mrs. 
Porter insisted on a full autopsy, so 
medical examiners could compare 
Lee Harvey Oswald’s dental records 
with the body in the Fort Worth 
grave. 

“Up until that time, Robert had 
agreed to inspection only,” said Pitt- 
man. “Finally he gave in, because 
he could see the handwriting on the 
wall.” 


The two sides drew up an agree- 
ment detailing a compromise settle- 
ment that would nullify Oswald’s 
lawsuit against the exhumation. It 
was to be signed on Thursday. 

But Oswald refused to sign the 
agreement. 

“He said there was no compro- 
mise,” said Pittman. “Marina was 
getting everything she wanted, and 
he wouldn’t sign.” 

Still, Oswald had one last request: M 

No exhumation on Sunday “for tra- Mrs 
ditional and religious reasons,” said 
Fowler. Yet Mrs. Porter won an- 
other point. She wanted to operr the 
grave on Sunday to limit publicity. 

It was the final defeat for Os- 
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wald. Fowler called his client at 4* 
p.m. Friday to tell him that the Fort 
Worth grave would be opened early 
Sunday morning. 

“He wept,” said Fowler. 


Cemetery officials made prepara v 
tions of their own during the week.; 
It wasn’t until early Sunday mom-* 
ing, however, that they received the v 
proper legal papers to begin the ex- , 
humation: signed statements from 
Porter, the medical examiner, ; 
and author Eddowes, who agreed to, . 
bear all expense. „ 

“It was going up to the llthif 
hour,” said Thomas Boswell, attor- 
ney for the cemetery. ^ 
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